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HELENSBURGE STAWVWELL PARK SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB

A¥ITUAL, REPORT 1969 - 1970

Gentlemen,

Unfortunately the first two paragraphs of my last report were not
fully heeded, so I repeat that unless a bigger percentage of members
pull their weight both with Club mansgement and patrols and other duties
a further decline will occur and I sm sure it would be easier to arrest
the trend now than when we find ourselves having to completely re-organise
our Club. These I know are strong feelings, but sooner or later the
pogition will have to be faced,

As will be seen by the remainder of this report things were not all
bad, actually there were some very healthy aspects, especially when one
can record that "NO LIVES WERE LOST" and there was an increased number
of rescues, but these two items should not lead us to believe that our
patrols were all that was to be desired, as on many occasions our beach
was not adequately patrolled, and often the patrols that were on duty
bore no reserblance to the actual patrols rostered, and thus it was by
the graciousness of Club minded and public spirited members that our
safety record was not tarnished. The foregoing criticism does not refer
to a2ll patrol members as it was pleasing to note that some do realise
their responsibilities and did & good job and are to be complimented for
their continued good work.

Agein two presentation functions were held - one for the "Seagulls"
and onc for the remainder of Club Merbers. Thc Juveniles had their "beano"
in the Clubhouse attended by most of their number, most of their handlcrs
and parcnts and a number of Surf Club licmbers and this was a nost succcss-
ful and stomsch satisfying function. Thc second function was held at the
Helensburgh Workmen's Club and to say it was equally as gcod as the previous
yecar speaks volumes. Again spocial approciation is oxtended to the Work-—
men's Club not only for a great night but for thoir continucd support.

Yortherm Suburbs Rugby Leages Club agaein granted us a night which was
great not only finaneially but also socially, and thosc members who have
not becn in the habit of attending those "Nights" arc asked to make overy
ocrdeavour to patronise them in future, that is of course, presunming that
Norths continue to favour us cach scason. To the Committee and licmbers
of Norths gocs a hearty vote of thanks togethor with best wishes to their
various football tecoms as scni finel time draws ncar,

Again our Juveniles received that encouragenment guidance snd support
to which they are entitled and this will be further elaborated upon later
in this report. To the Instructors of the "Scagulls" gocs the appreciation
of all Club mcmbers and it is hoped that the grounding being given to these
lads will rcflcet in our active membership as the lads grow older, but of
course as they tronsfer to the scnior Club it is imperaotive that interest
in then iz not permitted to fade.
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Half wey through the season it was decided by the Committiee,
following a reguest from the Juvenile section, to grant that section
permission to elect their own ofiicers and to hendle, independently,
their own fund raising schemes, Whilst I personally feel that more
thought should have been given to the decizion I must =dmit that the
terrific drive by the Juvenile division could and should be copied and
co—ordinated to the advantage of all sections of our membership. The
organising ability of the handlers of the Juveniles as regards finance,
competitions and attendance at carnivals left nothing to be desired.

Poseibly it would heve been fitting had this report commenced by
recording that our Club gained its first ever State title in craft
events when Lance i.nrton, John Bowler snd Bill Prestage won the Ski
Teams Championship and this win, together with other achievemonts by
ski riders will be further covered under "Carnivels and competitions".

Regretfully the annual competition with Cosleliffe Club was not
held and it is hoped these contests will be conducted well before the
close of the scason in future so asg to cmsurc thet they will not have
to be missed duc to pressurc of carnivals around the closc of scasons
When also football is making inroads into the time available by mombers,

Vhilst we may have misscd out on the Coalcliffe day the visit to
Mona Vale compcmsated overyone lucky cnough to attend. Well donc lMona
Vale and we hopc to make your visit to Stanwell next scason oqually as
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enjoyable (and torrid). Thanks a lot.

Again the efforts of Council Beach Inspectors were most satisfactory.
Barly in the season we were well served by Frank Manning and a short time
after he was moved to the Helensburgh Swimming pool we were fortunate
enough to have Bryan Phillips appointed to our bezch and he carried on
the good work. It's great to have such men on the besch who are
conscious not only of the obligations of the position but are also
nindful about the well-being of the Clubhouse and gear.

RESCUES, PATROLS AWND FIRST AID

Whilst the earlier comment on patrols is quite correct, that is,
that often patrols were imefficient, it is not intended +o convey the
feeling that all patrols were thus, and the recorded 58 rescues besar
out that some members were very conscious of their obligations., The
58 rescues averaged out at almost two per zctive mcmber so each and every
member rostered for patrol should visuslisc vhat could peossibly happen
should patrol attendance not improve - however this matter will have to
receive the deep comsideration of the incoming Committce,

Persons receiving first aid totalled 101, and it is a disgusting
state of affairs when our First Aid room is broken into and robbed as
happened & few monthes ago.
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Thilst membership remains fairly static it ies disturbing to note
that for the last tvo scasons there has been a reduction in our Active
Membership section, and unlcss a conccocrted offort is nmade to improve
this position a furthcr worsoning of the situation will occur. As will
be seen by the table below an improvement is a "must".

1962-3 1963-4 1964-=5 19G5-6 1966=7 1967-8 1968-9 1969~70

Active 55 42 45 38 43 48 44 32
Active Rescrve 23 25 26 21 14 10 10 8
Cadect 10 5 7 12 5 8 14 10
Associate 18 it 19 30 42 €8 69 i
Life 9 10 10 11 12 15 14 14

115 101 107 118 116 147 151 141
MERTINGS

Again there was a decline in the attendance at mcetings, and
unfortunately we were not often represented at Branch Mceotings, Club
Committce Meetings and Branch Mectings arc the places wherc the smooth
running of affairs should be deccided and lack of attond-nce or intorest
in ecither or both will result in decisions which are not popular, clse
i1t will lead to lcadership by a few, whorcas rules arc drawn up to
cnzble the broadest possible represcntation et thesc mectings.

Your Club Committce rclics on the assistance and guidence of all
elected Committec Members,

EXAMINATIONS

Lt the commenconment of the scason it eppearcd, as ususl, that
there would be quitc a number of candidates presenting thomsclves for
awards, but egain as usual, many prospcctive candidates weie permitied
to fall by the wayside. Finelly only two were cxamincd and it is
pleasing to know that cach of thesc wore successful, so congratulations
go to Ken Ambler and Phillip Ainsworth who gained their Bronze Medsllions
which will be prcsonted at the Annusl Mecting.

It is not sufficient to rcport cach scason "that many commence
troining but few remain" end now it is imperative that a genuine effort
is made to see that this state of affaire is greetly improved upon,
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» VALE -~ Ogcar Kohlharét snd Ken Redshaw.

The pacsing of these two esteemed members were sad occasions for all
members and to their relatives goes our deevest sympathy.

Oscar Kohlhardt, though only joining recently as an Associate lerber,
was most popular and willing and =t the time of his death was prepar-
ing himself to accept nomination for an important Club position.
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? Yen {"Spike") Redshaw had spproximately 45 years nembership, was =
= a Life Illember and holder of an Aszociztion Certificate of HMerit ‘
’ for a gallant rescue perfeormed way back in 1932, g
L L]
° Our Club is much noorer through the deaths of these members, ’
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CARUTIVALS AND COIPETITICNS

Again competition in carnivals was confined to craft events, The
boat crew started a2t a number of carnivaels and a few times gave indications
of better things to come, however it was nct always possible to have crews
selected in attendance and performances did not reach expectations. However
performances by ski riders reached unprecedented heights, and each of the
regular paddlers deserves real credit.

The single ski team, comprising John Bowler, ill I'restage and Lance
lMorton besides winning the State and Branch Championships had two more
wins snd two more placings., ¥ill Prestage had four wins in single ski
races end a sccond in the Branch Championship and with Will Phillips
finished third in the State titles, additionally '7ill Preatage was again
selected in the State Taplin tecam which was well in the lead up to 50 yards
from the beach in the last "leg" when a wave upsct 2ll calculations.
Lance liorton, cvergrcon as cover, was most successful with two wins in
single sgki cvents, was third in the Branch singlc ski and third also in
the Australian Single Ski Championship, and with John Bowler had six wins
in double ski raccs including the Branch Championship, end John Bowler
besides the above successes also gaining a meritorious win in o single
ski rece.

Will Prcstage had the distinction of being sccond, in a "photo
finish in the singlc ski racc ot the Royal Carnivel at Coffs Harbour hofore
the Royal Family.

Hore competitors of the calibre of thosc roferred to would work
miracles for our image.

Qur "Seagulls" again competed with distiaction and their performances
arc adcquately covered later in this report.

Unfortunatcly competitors snd spectators were fower nt our own
carmival which as usual was well orgonised and conducted despite the
absence of many mombers who could have becn cxpected to lend a hand.

In the Illawarra Bronch Goar Compotition our $lub finished a very
close sccond and won a "B,P. Rescuc Soard". Success in this competition
can bo credited to a large cxtent to Bryant Phillips and Alan Prestage
for their cofforts on Club gear - thanks fellows.

Again Club point scorcs and championships did not recceive the
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support of encugh members, and it is hoped that a new spproach to this
aspect of Club activities can he achieved in future. These who did
compete did so quite well and all successes were well merited.

~

Uinners of the Club Competitions were :-

Patrol Point Score s W, King (Capt.), A. Tehy,
, ¥. Phillips and €, Collins
Cernival Point Score e Lence Horton
Cadet Surf Championship .. R, Vhite
Cadet Surf Point Score o, R. Thite
Surf Ski Point Score ee D, 0O'Brien
Junior Surf Chempionship .. P. Ainsworth
Junior Suxf Point Score .. R. Burke
Junior Beach Point Score .. ?. Ainsworth
Senior Surf Championship .., . Phillips
Senior Belt Championship ,. L. Horton and B, Phillips (Dead hest)
Senior Surf Toint Score .. L, licrton and ¥. Phillips (Dead hect)
Senior Beach Point Score ., I. Xohlhardt

FINANCE

Regrettably the improvement of the previous season did not continue
and most items of income were less whilst expenses generally remained the
same, Hain decreases of income were most noticeable in donations, raffles,
return from our own camival and returns from Assurance Day.

Assurance Day

Again the work on this day fell the lot of a few, so few that they
could not be expected to cover all hecuses in our area, so it waze %that
many donations went uncollected. This state of affairs must improve.

Donations

We are most appreciative to each of the following for their
donations (in addition to Assurance Day donations) ——

T. Cannon, C. Ryder, D.F. Russell, F. Volrige, R. Jackson MLA, St. Patricks
College Strathfield, Nerthern Suburbs Loages Club, B. Johnson, Australian
Iron and Steel, The "Seagulls", H. Uilliamson, C. Williamson, Hclensburgh
Bowling Club.

N, Langton, R. liercer, G. Land, F. Ryan, P, Dunford, F. Daintry, X. Redshaw,

CLUBHOUSE AID GEAR

The Wollongong Council has offered materials to the velue of $100,00
for maintenance to the interior of ocur building and it is hoped that the
labour can be organised very soon.

It was necessary to request the Council to rcpair or replace a number
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of windows, some of which have been attended to but despite promises
the first aid windows remain in a bad state of disrepair, and no doubt
this was virtually an invitation to the person or persons who forced
entry and stole all the first 2id blankets,

Gear has been well maintained though it is necessary for some
repairs to be done Yo our new boat ané it is hoped this can be effected
before the start of the season.

After discussions with doctors and Coledale Hospital it was decided
to obtain a new "Shark Attak" first aid kit. Ve are mcst thanlkful to both
the hospital ané doctoxrs and to the Helensburgh Bowling Club and The

ustralian Iron and Steel who contributed to the cost of the kit.

APPRECTATION

Thanks to those who assisted with Club management during the seascn,
and special thanks to those few who helped on iAssurance Day and on our
Carnival Day,

Again thanks to the Shell Service Station for their assistance in
donating petrol for transport of the surf bost,

Tor every possible sssistance from the local stores, thanks a let.

Thanks also to the Aerial Pabtrol for their vigilance, though their
"Sweeps" arc fewer and our two way redio aerisl is in the ssme state as at
the time of the last report ~ that is that it is still broken thus makin
reception difficult.

Every apprcach to the Illavarra Branch received prompt attention
and we appreciate their advice and assistence.

Again T had to rely heavily on Captain Ian Xohlhardt and Bryant
Phillips to assist with dutics vhich are really the responsibility of a
Secretary/Treasurer - their assistence made it possible for mc to carry
on so thanks a lot fellows.

CONCLUSICON

Again this scason your report is not over cnthusiastic as it has
been necessary to drsw attention to a number of shortcomings all of
which will have to be rectified before we will be the force that we
should be, so another spuesl is dirceted to all nombers to do at least
a8 little more and scc thet YOUR Club romains one of which wvou can be
proud.

As T will not be aveilable for the positions of Sccretary or
Treasurer henceforth I wish to thank members for their confidence and
assistance over the 24 years that I have held the positions, and
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egpecially do I thank the various Presidents, Coptains, vice Ceptains
and Assistant Secretaries with whom I have worked, as without their
confidence, understonding and assistance my job would have been nuch
harder, To my succeszor I offer every help and guidance,

C.E. Asmussen
Honorary Secretary

JUVENILE PRATTIE ——— THE SEAGULLS -—- Coniributed by Alan Fitzgerald

Membership reached a total of 126 thus providing work galore for
those who assisted with corpetitions ete.

The season was most gratifying from s competition angle as our lads
competed a2t 13 local carmivals gaining 54 wins, plus 69 minor placings.
The Illevarra Branch Chempionships provided us with 9 wing and 8 other
placings resulting in our Club gaining third placing among the competing
clubs, whilst in the E.S,¥. Titles we gained two second placings and five
thirds thus finishing tenth among the 72 clubs vhich participated, A large
contingent competed at the Captain Book Bi Centennary Carnival annexing
3 wins and a total of five placings

The outstanding competitor was Graham llercer who had 30 wins and 15
other placings in 16 carnivals. The most successful swimmer was Mark

Fitzgerald who won a Branch Championship and gained a fourth at the State
=
Titles.

Special thanks goes to the Helensburgh and Stonwell Park business
people for their donations which helped make our Easter Gift competition
such a success and will provide the finance necessary to purchase a set of
Narch Past costumes for next season.

To the Helensburgh Yorkmen's Club special thanks for providing a bus
for competitors to cammivals.

Our deep appreciation also goes to our Ladies Auxiliary without whose
help we would be floundering.

Competitions resulted :-

Seven Year Qlds e 18t = Glen Connor, 2nd ~ Aaron TFuller
3rd - Lloyd Griffiths

Bight Year Clds «e 18t - Graham Mercer, 2nd - Mark Fitzgerald,
Ard - Stacey llercer

¥ine Year 0lds se 18t - Peter Mills, 2nd - John Thompson,
Zrd - Xevin licDonald

Ten Yecar 0lds es 18t — Craig Piccinelli, 2nd - Hark Bilbija,

3rd - Mark Thompson
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Eleven Year Clds +e Uinner - Ian Anger

Twelve Year 0lds ee Winner - Jeff Hunt

Thirteen Year Olds e» inner - Graham Cook

licst Outstanding "Seagull"  ———— Grahanm llercer

lost Conscientious e Pgul Mercer who won the

Teil Langdon Cup.

CAPTAIN'S COMIENTS

Unfortunately during the past season there were shortcomings in
patrols and raising of finence, and umy personal thanks go to the members
wno doubled up for patrols snd also on many occasions were the same ones
who helped in other aspects of Club duties. It is hoped that next season
will see an increase in interest in the Club.

A concerted ef f rt must be made to instruct the lads going for
avards and endeavour to put them through their exams quickly.

Iy congratulations go to 2ll members who had success in competitien,
I am sorry that Con Asmussen will not be standing for the position of
Secretary,/Treasurer as he has been o great help and 8l11 I can say is thanks

for a job well done.

Ian Kohlhardt

Captain
PRESIDENT'S ADDEITDUN
Ancother successful season has passed by and I would like to thank all

members who carried out their duties for the season.

L special thanks to members vho doubled up for patrols to cover those
who failed to carry out their allotted responsibilities.

Your Club Captain, as usual, has doue a great job in organising Club
competitions which were better atte 1ded by members, It is good to see
these competitions improving. he competition goined by those who par-
ticipate helps condition patrol members for erergencies.

Congratulations to members who had success at cornivels during the
season and good luck for the season zhead.

As everyone knows membership is a problem with all clubs, assistance
from members of our Club to introduce new members and have tlem gain their
Bronze lledallion would assist us all.

Again - thanks a lot
George Land
President



